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EXPLORATION INCENTIVE SCHEME 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.08 am]: I rise today to inform 
the house that last week in Kalgoorlie at the Diggers and Dealers Mining Forum I announced that the McGowan 
government would increase the exploration incentive scheme by $2.5 million a year from $10 million to $12.5 million. 
The scheme offers up to a 50 per cent refund for innovative exploration drilling projects. This increase in EIS funding 
will further incentivise exploration investment in Western Australia, whereby in 2020 alone almost $2 billion was 
invested in the state’s mineral fields, according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 
Western Australia’s mineral potential continues to be recognised, with the ABS noting that about two-thirds of the 
total capital invested in exploration in Australia during 2020 went into Western Australian projects. As part of the 
WA recovery plan, the EIS received one-off funding of $5 million in 2020–21, which temporarily increased the 
EIS budget from $10 million to $15 million. For the past two EIS rounds, the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation 
and Safety has received a significantly higher number of applications. The Tropicana, Gruyere and Bellevue gold 
discoveries are examples of previous EIS successes and while interest in gold exploration in Western Australia 
remains strong, exploration for battery minerals essential to a cleaner, greener world has noticeably increased. 
A recent independent study covering the first 10 years of the EIS reiterated the robust economic benefits of the 
EIS, with every dollar invested resulting in a $31 return. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the mining industry, 
which employs 140 000 workers, has demonstrated its resilience in maintaining its role as the major contributor to 
Western Australia’s economy. This additional funding to $12.5 million a year could help find the next big resource 
discovery, which in turn leads to new mines and new jobs for Western Australians. The old adage is that “the more 
you drill, the more you find” and the McGowan government will certainly support industry, through initiatives such 
as the EIS, in its endeavours to discover the next generation of mines that will sustain and create jobs in our state. 
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